
St .  Luke Lutheran School  

Despite a cloudy day and a 

drizzly afternoon over 200 

St. Lukers had sunshine in 

their hearts as they ven-

tured out into the commu-

nity for the first “Make A 

Difference Day” at St. 

Luke. No, the weather did 

not hold anyone back. We 

knew it was a day to put 

aside our own agendas 

and focus on the needs of 

the local area --- one day to 

share our time and talents 

with those around us, one 

day to do big things in 

small places. 

Over 10,000 school kits 

were packed at World 

Vision; the Butler-Freeport 

Trail was cleared of brush; 

Butler Winter Shelter was 

prepared for people to 

spend the night as winter 

approaches; children in 

Butler heard the Gospel of 

Jesus; residents of many 

local nursing homes had a 

chance to visit with others; 

and so much more was 

accomplished on this day. 

If you were not involved 

this year, consider it for 

next year and “see what a 

difference a day can make 

when you get involved.” 

 

 

 

 

“Each of you should use 

whatever gifts you have 

received to serve others, 

as faithful steward of 

God’s grace in its vari-

ous forms.”    

1 Peter 4:10 
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IPA D S  

The students started off this 

year using new iPads thanks 

to a few generous donors 

and student fundraising.  The 

school purchased twenty 

iPads which are shared be-

tween the classrooms.  Each 

class has scheduled iPad 

time and the students look 

forward to spending time 

learning new and exciting 

applications.   The next en-

deavor is to purchase an 

iPad cart to make transport-

ing  the iPads from class-

room to classroom smoother. 

330 Hannahstown Road  
Cabot,  PA  16023  

Church:   724 -352-2777 
School :   724 -352-2221 

Fax:   724-352-2355 

WINTER 2012  

Make a Difference Day 

October 27, 2012 

F I N D  U S  O N  
F A C E B O O K  
 
To find us on Facebook, go 

to “St Luke Church and 

School Cabot PA” and “St 

Luke Lutheran School 

Alumni and Friends” and 

click the “Like” button.  

This is a great way to stay 

connected with the church 

and school friends. 

7th grade student using one of 

the new iPads 

EXC I T I N G  
NE W S  

Through the generosity of      

Dr. and Mrs. Tim Perschke a 

new endowment fund has been 

created at St. Luke School.  

The new fund called the Little 

Maestro Music Fund was initi-

ated to assist students and 

their families not able to afford 

the cost of music lessons here 

at school and help purchase, 

repair and maintain school 

instruments.   

Recently retired Mrs. Perschke 

was the instrumental music 

teacher here at St. Luke for 25 

years.  She helped instill in 

many students the importance 

of  music and the gift it truly is.  

Donations received are placed 

directly into the Fund; only  

interest and dividends will be 

used. 



This year’s scholarship has 

been awarded to two deserv-

ing alumni—Kiley Clinton and 

Dustin Paulsen.   Kiley gradu-

ated from St. Luke in 2008 

and plans to attend the Uni-

versity of Findley in Ohio 

studying Pre-veterinary Medi-

cine in their school of Animal 

Science.  Kiley believes her 

life-long passion for animals 

is a gift from God and is fol-

lowing His lead toward be-

coming a veterinarian.  

 

Dustin, a 2006 alumnus, has 

recently completed two years 

at BC3 and  has moved on 

toward his calling at Grace 

Bible College in Michigan in 

pursuit of a degree in Worship 

Arts.  Dustin is more con-

victed than ever about the 

Lord’s plans for him and is 

eager to serve, as he confi-

dently proclaimed in his es-

say, “Here I am, Lord. Send 

me!”    

 

The Willis F. Follstaedt Memo-

rial was begun by Dr. Vernon 

Neubert, a childhood friend 

and classmate of Willis. Dr. 

Neubert wrote of many fond 

memories of the time he and 

Willis spent together and the 

fine example that Willis set. 

Dr. Neubert also expressed 

his appreciation for the fine 

Christian education he and 

Willis received at St. Luke 

Lutheran School. These 

memories and his apprecia-

tion led Dr. Neubert to estab-

lish the Willis F. Follstaedt 

Memorial College Scholar-

ship. Each year a grant will be 

presented to an eligible stu-

dent (or students.) 

Applicants must be graduates 

of St. Luke Lutheran School 

and currently be active mem-

bers of St. Luke Lutheran 

Church. The grant will consist 

of the interest generated by 

the endowment fund for one 

year. 

continuing assessment of 

what America’s students 

know and can do in various 

subject areas.  The eight sub-

ject areas include:  the arts, 

civics, economics, geography, 

math, reading, science. U.S. 

history, and writing.   

In five of the eight categories, 

Lutheran Schools finished in 

first place among nine other 

categorizations.  In the other 

three, we finished second.  

The groups included the fol-

lowing: public, other religious, 

nonsectarian, Catholic, Bu-

reau of Indian Affairs, Dept. of 

Defense, State Department of 

Education, Lutheran, and 

Conservative Christian.  

Parents want to know what 

kind of education their chil-

dren are receiving.  The re-

sults are in and the news for 

Lutheran Schools is GREAT!  

The National Assessment of 

Educational Progress (NAEP), 

also known as “The Nation’s 

Report Card,” is the only na-

tionally representative and 

In Lutheran Schools, in addi-

tion to teaching math, read-

ing, science and all the other 

subjects, we have the unique 

privilege and joy of sharing 

the most important truth of 

all: God has defeated death 

and we too will defeat death 

to live eternally with Him in 

heaven.   

Lutheran Schools are great 

places to grow, and if you are 

an alumni, you are living 

proof of that!  We encourage 

you to share your information 

with the school so we can 

begin to track our wonderful 

alumni and share with others 

the great things you are do-

ing.   
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Dustin Paulsen 

Class of 2006 

“When we were at St. Luke’s, 

we had much memory work to 

do every day.  We had religious 

study for about 45 minutes to 

start each morning.  Each proof 

text in the Small Catechism 

was designated to be learned 

in a certain grade (“God is love” 

was the first one, for first grad-

ers); so after finishing grade 8 

we had learned every text.  

Thursdays we had to recite a 

specified hymn that we had 

memorized for that Thursday.  

Two or three days a week we 

studied the Catechism.  On two 

other days, maybe Tuesday and 

Thursday mornings, Mr. Nicol 

would tell a Bible story in front 

of the entire school.  Or, the 

alternate type of recitation 

involved standing up front and 

fielding any question that any 

student might ask you about 

the current Bible story.   

In the sixth, seventh, and 

eighth grades we learned a 

poem a month.  The poems 

were chosen by the County 

Superintendent of Schools at 

that time, I believe, and pub-

lished in the newspaper.  The 

poems were classics, like “To a 

Waterfowl”, “Abou Ben Ad-

hem”, “Thanatopsis”, 

“Gingham Dog and Calico Cat”, 

and “Concord Hymn”.  With a 

little review at times, I can still 

say some of those poems.  By 

the time I got to college, my 

mind was well trained to re-

member important points in 

reading assignments.  I believe 

the memory training at St. Luke 

School helped me greatly”. 

Kiley Clinton 

Class of 2008 



Pastor Unity Msami recently 

visited St. Luke Church and 

School as the last stop on his 

month-long tour of five US 

churches who support his 

mission and ministry in Tanza-

nia.  Pastor Msami also 

serves as the Tanzania Coun-

try Director for Global Connec-

tion International and at-

tended that organization’s 

annual meeting in Colorado in 

October.  Pastor Unity’s Voice 

of Victory ministry cares for 

both spiritual and physical 

needs of the people in the 

Kilimanjaro region, an area 

which is 85 percent Muslim. 

He considers preaching the 

Good News of salvation in 

Christ to be his most impor-

tant mission, but extends that 

Gospel message to include 

practical applications of faith.  

Pastor Unity has been in-

volved in ministry since he 

was a teenager.  He was first 

involved in his home church’s 

youth ministry and went on to 

attend pastoral studies in 

Nairobi, Kenya. He became a 

pastor in 1996.  Ministry is a 

passion and a calling for the 

entire Msami family.  His wife 

Grace is actively involved in 

Voice of Victory fulltime.  The 

Msami’s children Amen, age 

nineteen, Winnie, age eight-

een, and eleven-year old  

Gloria are also involved. The 

entire family travels on 

“month of mission” trips dur-

ing school breaks in June and 

December.  Voice of Victory 

supports widows and orphans 

in the region with food and 

supplies.  This is particularly 

important in an area which 

has been profoundly affected 

by the African AIDS epidemic. 

The ministry’s nursery school 

of 120 students ages two 

through seven includes 56 

orphans.  In partnership with 

Global Connection Interna-

tional, Voice of Victory has 

recently completed a medical 

clinic to serve the people of 

the region.  One of the current 

needs is funds for medical 

equipment and supplies and 

staffing.  In his travels to the 

United States, Pastor Unity 

has noticed the distinct differ-

ence in the level of commit-

ment to their faith.  He says 

that people in this country are 

involved in so many other 

activities that they do not 

have time for worship.  He 

emphasized the importance 

of regular church attendance 

to stay connected to others in 

the family of faith and to find 

out more about global minis-

try concerns.   

for contributions of sup-

plies and monetary gifts 

to make it possible to 

pack 190 shoe boxes for 

Operation Christmas 

Child.  Your contribu-

tions made it possible 

for children throughout 

the world to hear the 

message of salvation.   

 

 

 

“Operation Christmas Child” 

is a partnership with Samari-

tan’s Purse.  Last year mil-

lions of children received a 

shoe box filled with goodies 

along with the message of 

God’s love.  Since 1993, 

over 130 countries have 

received shoe boxes full of 

hope through the program. 

There is one mission and 

one message, “To demon-

strate God’s love in a tangi-

ble way to needy children 

around the world.” 

Many thanks to the students 

and members of St. Luke 

Lutheran Church and School 
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“We have a Biblical 

command to set aside 

Sunday for worship, 

this should be the 

lifestyle and 

commitment of all 

believers.” 

 

Pastor Unity Msami 
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Pastor Unity shows 7th graders  

His homeland of Tanzania 

One of our 1st graders  

packing a shoe box for  

Operation Christmas Child. 
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A WO R D  FRO M  BE RTH A  BL A B B  
( A . K . A .  S H A R O N  K L E I N  A M B R O S E ,  C L A S S  O F  1 9 7 5 )  

In March, my oldest son, 

Lee (Class of 2003) an-

nounced that he was 

marrying his girlfriend of 

1 month, & they wanted 

the October reception for 

350 guests to be held at 

our farm! After the initial 

shock, naysaying, weep-

ing & gnashing of teeth, I 

began brainstorming 

about appropriate fall 

decorations. Conse-

quently, I planted more 

than half of my large gar-

den into Indian corn, 

gourds, pumpkins, & at 

Lee’s special request, a 

rainbow assortment of 

mini sunflowers.  Cheap 

& easy, right? 

First came the early 

drought, which forced me 

to drag 100 feet of hose 

uphill to soak the shrivel-

ing, stunted plants each 

day for several weeks, 

followed by a few gully 

washers that blasted 

away topsoil, rocks, & 

seedlings four inches 

deep. Next, I spent days 

mulching with newly har-

vested wheat straw scav-

enged from broken bales. 

When things finally began 

to thrive, the destructive, 

disease-carrying bugs 

descended, which re-

quired me to measure, 

mix, lug, & spray many 

gallons of smelly insecti-

cide for the rest of the 

summer. By the end of 

September, I had a 

healthy assortment of 

goofy gourds, massive 

pumpkins, 9-foot corn-

stalks, & a myriad of rus-

set, lemon, burgundy, 

and golden blossoms. 

Then one more torrential 

downpour with driving 

winds struck, uprooting 

many of the towering, 

heavy-headed sunflow-

ers. Lee and I weren’t 

about to lose them at this 

point of the game, so we 

up righted the stalks & 

rigged a support system 

of baler twine and plastic 

pipe.  Soon, the first flow-

ers began to pop; now I 

checked their progress 

constantly, imploring 

them to STOP for 2 

weeks! I realized my peti-

tions were falling on deaf 

petals; Lee begged me to 

try to preserve the pre-

cious blooms, so I experi-

mented with Borax pow-

der, then costly silica gel, 

to no avail (only their fat 

“faces” remained intact 

after drying). So, 5 days 

before W-Day, I admitted 

defeat, & turned my at-

tention to the corn. Sur-

prise! The sturdy stalks 

had been laid low & every 

full-sized ear had been 

stripped to empty cobs by 

a horde of marauding 

squirrels (wanna guess 

their fate during hunting 

season?). A cold drizzle 

chilled my anger some-

what as I harvested doz-

ens of mini ears that the 

beasts had not devoured. 

They'd look cuter scat-

tered across tabletops, I 

rationalized; but after 

husking them, I disgust-

edly discovered that at 

least 2/3 of the ears 

were worm-infested & 

disfigured… I hate to ad-

mit it, but during those 

final stressful days of 

prep, we were all barely 

civil to each other! Thank-

fully, Lee, Anne, and their 

helpers were able to cre-

ate a beautiful autumnal 

scene in a metal pole 

building with an abun-

dance of giant pumpkins 

in orange and white, an 

assortment of gourds, 

field corn, straw bales, 

elaborately embroidered 

feed sacks, bride and 

groom scarecrows, barn 

stars, dozens of potted 

mums, silk flowers, & 

tons of candles & party 

lights. 

Upon returning from their 

brief Lancaster Co. hon-

eymoon (they ARE farm-

ers, you know), the bride 

& groom announced that 

everything about the wed-

ding had been PERFECT!  

Incredulous, I blurted out 

“Are you kidding? Did we 

attend the same func-

tion?” From a 

mother/hostess’s point of 

view, all I could think of 

were the glitches that 

had arisen before & dur-

ing this affair (ask the 

folks who waited 2 hours 

for their supper), but my 

son firmly assured me 

that THEIR wedding 

memories were perfect, 

so that’s all that matters! 

Ashamed, I realized he’s 

right; as the weeks pass, I 

am increasingly grateful 

for the IMPORTANT bless-

ings of the day: the only 

weekend in October (it 

was 26 degrees the night 

we decorated; Super-

storm Sandy, etc.); St. 

Luke was packed for the 

Christ-centered cere-

mony; no one got deathly 

ill or injured (although 

Pastor Barry gave us a 

scare when he was hospi-

talized 8 days prior); & 

sharing lots of down-

home fun, fellowship, & 

delicious food with family 

& friends at Clearfield 

Acres. Oh, yeah, we got a 

brand new, sweet, loving, 

hard-working, God-fearing 

daughter-in-law out of the 

deal! 

Until next year, God bless 

you & yours! 

 

(If YOU have alumni news 

for the next issue, please 

send it to the school     

office—Thanks!) 

“ T H E  B E S T  L A I D  P L A N S  O F …  O R ,  M A N  M A K E S  P L A N S  &  G O D  L A U G H S ! ”   
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The eighth grade students 

took the morning off from 

classroom lessons and spent 

it gleaning the fields at their 

annual visit to Ambrose Vege-

table Farm.  The harvest was 

donated to the Salvation Army 

and Katie’s Kitchen in Butler 

for distribution in their food 

pantry and use in their hot 

meal efforts.     

Long time Cabot resident and 

St. Luke Lutheran School 

alumnus Steve Ambrose gra-

ciously allows the 8th 

grade students to 

come and glean his 

fields and take the 

harvest every Fall and 

then transport the 

produce to the Salva-

tion Army and Katie’s 

Kitchen.  This partner-

ship has been a tradi-

tion for over 20 years.  

Steve owns and oper-

ates Ambrose Vegeta-

ble Farm with his son 

Wes Ambrose, also a St. Luke 

Lutheran School alumnus.  

Steve is a 1949 graduate and 

Wes is a 1980 graduate.  The 

family has a long standing    

history with St. Luke Lutheran 

School and a dedication to 

serve the community.  This 

harvest is an outstanding 

lesson for the students in 

being good stewards of the 

land and what we reap from 

it, letting nothing go to waste. 

The morning typically yields 

approximately two farm truck 

loads of produce with a mar-

ket value of several hundred 

dollars.  This year the 8th grad-

ers picked sweet corn, pep-

pers, cabbage, eggplant, and 

squash.       

St. Luke Lutheran School has been truly blessed.  We are thankful for God’s grace from generation to generation.  In order 

for our school to continue to share the Gospel and excel in academics, additional materials and resources are needed.   We 

always give thanks for the alumni volunteers who give of themselves in and around the school.  As giving of yourself in such 

a personal way is not always possible, once again many of you have asked how you can support the school in other ways.  

There are special needs which can only be supported through private gifts.  Specific funds have been established in order to 

provide our students with an ever broadening and enriching educational experience.  We thank everyone for their generous 

support in the past and pray that God grant us the grace to continue touching others through this ministry of quality Christian 

education.  

 

Please accept my gift to help continue the ministry of quality, Christian education at St. Luke Lutheran School. 

 ____$50            ____$100            ____$250            ____$500            ____ $1000            Other ________  

  

My gift is an offering supporting the: 

  

____Mark A. Neubert Memorial Endowment Fund     ____Plant-A-Seed Fund     ____O.J. Nicol Memorial Library Fund 

  

____Willis F. Follstaedt Memorial Scholarship            ____Annual Fund              ____Little Maestro Music Fund 

 

  

Name:____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please send me more information about:_________________________________________________________________ 
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G I V E  A G IF T  

"I am glad someone 

can use them.  It is 

like having a big 

dinner and leftovers."  

Steve Ambrose  

8th grade students posing with the produce 

before transporting it to Butler. 



For many months, a faithful committee worked to plan 

this year’s Annual Fund Drive. Over 1000 letters were 

mailed and two evenings were set aside to make follow-

up phone calls seeking to again reach the ambitious 

goal of $40,000. 

 

This year’s annual fund drive had multi-purposes. Two-

thirds of your donations will provide tuition assistance to 

families who otherwise could not afford to attend St. 

Luke.  A portion of donations will further enhance the 

upgrades to finish the interactive classroom technology 

project begun in 2011 and develop a portable iPad sta-

tion that can be shared between classrooms.  A portion 

of donations will also be set aside for future needs in the 

Mark A. Neubert Memorial Endowment Fund, insuring 

that a St. Luke education will be available and accessible 

for generations to come.  

 

A heart-felt thank you goes to all of our volunteers and to 

everyone who contributed to the 2012-2013 Annual 

Fund so generously. We are currently working toward our 

$40,000 goal. 

 

ANNUAL FUND 
2012-2013 
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